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CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 1165 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TC, IR 

SUBJECT: SHAIKH ZAYID'S TRIP 

REF: (A) TEHRAN 7176(B) RABAT 4075 

1. WHILE LEAVING THE OVERALL ANALYSIS OF MOTIVES BEHIND 
SHAIKH ZAYID’S TRIP TO NORTH AFRICA AND SAUDI ARABIA TO 
DEPT (AS REQUESTED REF A), IT IS MY IMPRESSION FROM BRIEF 
DISCUSSIONS OF VISIT WITH MIN STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

SAIF GHUBBASH, AND MFA DIRECTOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, GHANEM 
AL-MAZROIE (BOTH OF WHOM TRAVELED WITH PARTY) THAT FROM 
UAE POINT OF VIEW TRIP WAS LARGELY CEREMONIAL AS ONE OF 
SHOWING UAE FLAG IN NUMBER ARAB COUNTRIES. THERE WERE 
OBVIOUS EXCEPTIONS TO THAT THEME (I.E. PEACEMAKING BETWEEN 
LIBYA AND EGYPT IN CAIRO AND SIGNING OF BORDER AGREEMENT 
IN SAUDI ARABIA), BUT ACCORDING TO GHUBBASH MOST OF 
OTHER STOPS IN NORTH AFRICA WERE FIRSTS ON BILATERAL BASIS 
FOR ZAYID AS UAE HEAD OF STATE (HE HAD BEEN TO ALGERIA 
FOR REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND TO 
MOROCCO PRIOR TO FORMATION OF UAE). OBVIOUSLY FROM 
STANDPOINT RECEIVING STATES, MOTIVES MAY HAVE BEEN 
SOMEWHAT BROADER, INCLUDING HOPES BEING BENEFICIARIES 
OF SHAIKH ZAYID’S GENEROSITY. 
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2. AS FOR MENTIONS OF THE GULF, IT WOULD SEEM TO US 
TO BE NATURAL SUBJECT FOR ANY COMMUNIQUE. AND WHIFF. 

WE CAN APPRECIATE SHAH'S SENSITIVITIES, IT HARD TO IMAGINE 
TWO ARAB STATES REFERRING TO THAT BODY OF WATER IN ANY 
MANNER OTHER THAN "ARAB GULF." IN SHORT FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE, 

WE BELIEVE THAT OI SEEING FAR MORE IN THIS THAN WARRANTED. 
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